ANTI-CLIMAX

cargo, no gratification, and so the whole time of this twentieth-
century Themistocles was taken up in devising means of cutting
down his personal expenditure. For a time he lived with some
missionaries, but the arrival of two Chinese ladies of very easy
virtue to demand payment, on Sunday morning, for services
rendered and not adequately recompensed the night before,
upset this arrangement. Later he lived in his ship, paying an
old-Chinese woman fifteen dollars a month to feed and look
after him until he left. Yet he was a good man in his way :
on his way out through Nanning later on, his driver was
machine-gunned and he saved his own life and that of the
missionary lady who was with him by his presence of mind
under fire.

Two or three times a week I went across the river to Yo
Lo Shan, and took a solitary walk over the hill. With the
coming of spring no countryside, least of all that of China, is
really dull, and it was a momentary joy to see the buds on the
trees and feel the earth quake with fertility again ; but the
solitude of the country was not sufficient of a contrast to the
loneliness of my little house to be an escape from it, and I
would return tired rather than refreshed from these excursions.
Later they used the hill for military purposes, and by azalea
time my walks were at an end. I played against myself at
billiards instead until I became half mad with irritation at my
own incompetence.

Meanwhile the panic that had set Changsha burning was
still in the air. Chinese reverses at Nanchang, to the east,
brought alarming rumours, and in March the few thousands
of poor people who had returned to the city were urged to
leave it again. I offered bets of 2 to I against the Japanese
getting to Changsha within two weeks, and won. Early in the
summer there was a worse panic. Japanese units were active in
the Tungting lake ; they were at Yochow and coming on ;
they were also advancing from the east. At night the Chinese
military began to hold up all river traffic by the simple method
of shooting over them with their rifles, and to commandeer
all craft for evacuation. When a bullet came into my bedroom
window and crashed into the wall above my bed, I thought
it was time to move into the spare room at the back. This time
I offered evens against the Japanese, and again I won ; the